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to account if they don’t accept those prior-
ities, if they overspend. And I started that 
process by making a decision on the sup-
plemental. 

Thank you all. Hope you have a great 
day. 

President’s Vacation 
Q. Mr. President, how is the nature trail 

coming? 
The President. Michael, is that a—you’re 

not inviting yourself out there? [Laughter] 
It’s coming great. Actually, I haven’t been 
on the good side of a saw for a while. 
I’ve been out of the—out of the area, as 
you know. And today I’m going to—I’ve 
got another event here, and then Condi 
is coming down. I’m going to spend some 
time with her. I may be at—I may be saw-
ing tomorrow. If I need an extra hand, 
I’ll holler. 

Q. I can outrun Scott [Scott Lindlaw, 
Associated Press]. [Laughter] 

The President. I’ll tell you what, he rep-
resented the press corps in fine fashion. 
It was an unbelievable effort. 

Q. I found someone I could beat, sir, 
yesterday. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 17, 2002 

Good morning. This week I hosted an 
economic forum at Baylor University in 
Texas. Participants shared their concerns 
about the economic challenges we face and 
their ideas for making the economy strong-
er. A common theme among many panelists 
was that we must leave every dollar we 
can in the hands of the people who have 
earned it. We must be disciplined with our 
taxpayers’ money, which requires Congress 
to focus on funding our Nation’s priorities. 

Winning the war on terror is our top 
priority. The men and women fighting the 
war must have every tool and all the train-

The President. Who’s that? 
Q. I’m not going to identify them. 

[Laughter] 
The President. No, you represented—you 

represented your profession well. I tried 
to find the model citizen out of all the 
people I could have invited. I tried to find 
the one person that would represent the 
integrity of the press corps, somebody who 
represents those values that we hold dear, 
that the enemy is trying to attack, as a 
matter of fact, a free press. And I hope 
you agree with my judgment that Scott was 
the right man at the right place at the 
right time. It’s that flexibility I need. 
[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at 
the Crawford Community Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Javier Suarez Medina, 
executed August 14 by the State of Texas for 
a 1989 murder conviction; President Vicente 
Fox of Mexico; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; and Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

ing they need to fight and win. That is 
why my budget includes the largest in-
crease in defense spending in a generation. 
And that is why I urge the Congress to 
pass a final defense appropriations bill as 
soon as they return to Washington. 

Keeping our homeland secure is another 
high priority. My budget would nearly dou-
ble funding for homeland security to almost 
$38 billion—money to train and equip fire-
fighters, police officers, and emergency 
medical personnel; money for the Coast 
Guard, to protect our ports and coasts; 
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money to keep our water treatment plants 
and nuclear facilities safe. 

A few weeks ago, Congress passed an 
emergency funding bill that provides more 
than $13 billion in immediate funding for 
the war on terror, more than $4 billion 
for homeland security, and completes our 
$20 billion commitment to the people of 
New York. I was pleased to sign it. 

But Congress also sent along more than 
$5 billion in extra spending I did not ask 
for. Some of that $5 billion I have endorsed 
and will work to secure, but a lot of that 
money has nothing to do with a national 
emergency. Those who wrote the bill de-
signed it so either I have to spend all the 
money or none of it. At the economic 
forum on Tuesday, I made my position 
clear: I will spend none of the $5 billion. 

We must remember the lessons of the 
past. In the 1960s, increased spending re-
quired by war was not balanced by slower 
spending in the rest of the Government. 
As a result, in the 1970s we faced unem-
ployment and growing deficits and spiraling 
inflation. 

We cannot go down the path of soaring 
budget deficits. We must meet our defense 
and homeland security needs and hold the 
line on other spending. My budget raises 
defense spending by more than 14 percent. 
It nearly doubles homeland security fund-
ing. In all other areas, it increases spending 
by 2 percent. Many families are living with 
raises like that, and so should the Govern-
ment. 

The House of Representatives has done 
well by staying within these limits. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate has not even passed a 
budget framework, and so far it has been 
ignoring fiscal discipline. I requested $2.4 
billion for public housing; the bill moving 
through the Senate includes $300 million 
more. I requested $2.2 billion for agricul-
tural research; again, the Senate wants to 
spend $300 million more. I requested $3.1 
billion for the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration; the Senate wants to 
spend $200 million more. And these levels 
could go higher. I challenge Congress to 
respect the taxpayers and show restraint 
with their money. It is very important they 
do so in order for our economy to continue 
to grow. 

If Congress will not show spending re-
straint, I will enforce spending restraint. 
For the good of our economy, for the good 
of the people who pay taxes, my adminis-
tration will spend what is truly needed, and 
not a dollar more. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45 
a.m. on August 16 at the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
August 17. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 16 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement Announcing the United States Delegation to the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 
August 19, 2002 

I am pleased to announce that Secretary 
of State Colin Powell will lead the Amer-
ican delegation to the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, to be held in Jo-

hannesburg, South Africa, from August 26 
through September 4. 

Secretary Powell will be joined by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Christie Todd Whitman, Chairman of the 

1429 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2009-12-22T12:01:34-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




